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country, to prefer the services of Eaymond to that in any way
connected with the British. Whatever may be the cause, this
Frenchman had greater facility in recruiting than the British
Carnatic officers experienced.

The number of the officers, properly so called, did not exceed
twelve; and the whole of these were Frenchmen, with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of one or more jacobinised Germans.    Eaymond
had formerly a Hanoverian of some professional merit in his
corps, who had been an ensign in his Majesty's service.    This
man, however, was soon dismissed, and afterwards assassinated
by a furious Demonah in the employ of the chief of the Pungahs.
He had also with him at one time a French gentleman who had
been an officer in the regiment at Pondicherry, but openly pro-
fessing his attachment to royalty, he likewise speedily lost his
situation, and was finally obliged to quit the country.    The best
disposed man in the corps is, or was some time since, one Sal-
nave, commandant of a regiment, and supposed to be secretly
averse to the democratic party.    With the exception of Perron,
Baptiste, and perhaps one or two more favourites, the officers
were represented to be dissatisfied with Eaymond on account of
his hardness and want of liberality in pecuniary matters.    But
as they would nearly all appear to be of the Jacobinical stamp,
and have no prospect of bettering themselves elsewhere, this
circumstance alone will hardly induce any of them to leave him,
especially as he has contrived to make it very difficult for them
to do so without his consent.   Besides, he possesses a resource
(such as it is) for replacing any he may lose by desertion or
otherwise, in his rank of Serjeants, most of whom are just as
likely to be qualified for the command of corps as the majority
of those at present holding them.

Eaymond himself would not appear to be a man of vigorous
mind, or> in any respect, of a very decided character. He has
never shown himself to be much of a soldier; but he is artful,
seems to have an arranging head, and is sufficiently conciliating
in his manner towards those he has to deal with. He is an un-
doubted republican in principle; but I don't know that he is a
violent one. I should rather suppose from the general mould of